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Our 15 Week Series
While James did not specifically identify himself as to 

which “James” he was (James 1:1), the author is widely 

thought to be James, the half-brother of Jesus. James 

was not a follower of Jesus during Jesus’ time on earth 

(Mark 3:21–35; John 7:5), but he eventually became an 

apostle in the same manner as Paul, as one who had seen 

and believed the Lord post-resurrection (1 Corinthians 

15:7; Galatians 1:19). After witnessing Jesus’ resurrected 

body, James became one of the leaders of the church in 

Jerusalem. Following Peter’s miraculous release from 

prison (Acts 12:17), Peter singled him out among the other 

Christians there. James made the deciding speech at the 

Jerusalem Council (15:13–22) and Paul called James one of 

the pillars of the church (Galatians 2:9).

The book of James looks “a bit like the Old Testament 

book of Proverbs dressed up in New Testament clothes.” 

Its consistent focus on practical action in the life of faith is 

reminiscent of the Wisdom Literature in the Old Testament, 

encouraging God’s people to act like God’s people. The 

letter of James is filled with direct commands to pursue a 

life of holiness. James makes no excuses for those who do 

not measure up. In his mind, Christians evidence their faith 

by walking in certain ways and not others. For James, a 

INTRODUCTION
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faith that does not produce real life change is a faith that is 

worthless (James 2:17).

Throughout the book, James contends that faith produces 

authentic deeds. In other words, if those who call 

themselves God’s people truly belong to Him, their lives will 

produce deeds or fruit. In language and themes that sound 

similar to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, James argues 

against the hypocritical believer who says one thing but 

does another.

In James’ mind faith was no abstract proposition, it had 

effects in the real world. James offered numerous practical 

examples to illustrate his point: faith endures in the midst 

of trials, it calls on God for wisdom, it bridles the tongue, 

it sets aside wickedness, it visits orphans and widows, and 

it does not play favorites. He stressed that the life of faith 

is comprehensive, impacting every area of our lives and 

driving us to truly engage in the lives of other people in the 

world. While James recognized that even believers stumble 

(James 3:2), he also knew that faith should not coexist with 

people who roll their eyes at the less fortunate, ignore the 

plight of others or curse those in their path.

More than any other book in the New Testament, James 

places the spotlight on the necessity for believers to act in 

accordance with our faith. How well do our actions mirror 
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the faith that we proclaim? This is a question that we all 

struggle to answer well. We would like to point to all the 

ways our faith and works overlap, but too often see only 

gaps and crevices.

The recipients of James’ letter are identified explicitly only 

in 1:1 “the twelve tribes in the Dispersion – i.e. scattered 

among the nations.” Some hold that this expression refers 

to Christians in general, but the term “twelve tribes” would 

more naturally apply to Jewish Christians. It is suggested 

that these were believers from the early Jerusalem church 

who, after Stephen’s death, were scattered as far as 

Phoenicia, Cyprus and Syrian Antioch (see Ac 8:1; 11:19). 

This would account for James’ references to trials and 

oppression, his intimate knowledge of the readers and the 

authoritative nature of the letter. As leader of the Jerusalem 

church, James wrote as a pastor and brother in Christ to 

instruct and encourage his dispersed people in the face of 

their difficulties. As you read and study this letter, allow it 

to encourage you to do good, according to the faith you 

proclaim, by God’s grace and Spirit. 
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How To Use This Booklet
• A week of daily readings with suggested memory 

verses are given ahead of each Sunday’s sermon in 

order to prepare the mind and heart. (*These readings 

are seen as supplementary to your other daily Bible 

reading and do not always correspond directly with 

Sunday’s text.)

• Mini introductions of each week are given in order to 

introduce the content of the sermon. 

• A section is provided to take sermon notes and for 

Community Group Leaders to write their own questions 

while listening to the sermon.

• The Post Sunday Content is meant to guide you in your 

Community Group discussions.

• The Family Discussion questions are to help parents 

talk through these stories with their children. Feel free 

to go through the questions all at once or periodically 

through the week. 
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James begins in this section by recognizing the fact that 

his readers are in the midst of difficulties (see: 1:2). James 

knows he is writing to people who are struggling or worse. 

The word “various” in the Greek is meant to convey a 

sense of inclusion of all manner of trials, large and small. 

Because his readers are probably Jewish Christians who 

have fled from their homes, they are likely dealing with all 

the trials that one may face in a new land, such as living 

amongst strangers who are antagonistic against them and 

the faith they proclaim. But James does not want to restrict 

his words to any particular situation. He is saying that they 

were to count all of their trials as joy. We are to account for 

all of our struggles in the same manner. 

Why does James call us to respond with joy in the face 

of trials? He answers by saying that all trials can be 

understood to be the “testing of our faith”. Testing here is 

the word used for testing metals, which are tested in order 

to remove impurities so that the metal becomes stronger 

and, in turn, has more integrity. In the same way, when we 

go through trials we are called to exercise our trust in God 

and through that, we find Him trustworthy and see that our 

faith is real and genuine.

WEEK 1
JAMES 1:1-4
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 1:2-4

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 

various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full 

effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking  

in nothing.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 1:1-4

Peter 1:3-7

Matthew 5:11-12

Romans 5:3-5

Hebrews 10:36-39

1 Thessalonians 5:23 
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon

2. Why can we count it all joy when we go through trials? 

What does this teach us about God’s providence 

and power? 

3. What is steadfastness and how have you seen God 

produce this in your life through your trials?

4. What are some of the effects that are produced in us as 

we remain steadfast under the weight of our trials? 

5. Discuss ways you have practically been able to count 

your trials joy. What does that look like and how are 

you different today?

6. Take some time (break up in groups of 2-3) and pray for 

one another’s burdens and trials.

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. Who is writing this book? How does he describe himself 

(vv. 1)?

2. What is a trial? What are some examples of trials 

people go through?

3. The verse says that trials “test your faith”– how do they 

do that? 

4. It also says that trials make us steadfast – what does 

that mean?

5. So it’s pretty clear that God is going to use the tough 

things we go through to make us trust him more.  

Do you think that will help you be joyful even though 

things are tough (vv. 2)? Why?
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As noted in the previous section, James is writing to a 

scattered flock wishing to guide them in how to proceed 

through their trials. James began by reminding them of 

what God was doing in them in the midst of the various 

difficulties they were experiencing.

In this section, James recognizes the doubt and confusion 

that many of us feel in the midst of difficulties and that we 

need help and wisdom. This is why James calls his readers 

to cry out to God for wisdom, especially in the difficult 

times they encounter. James also encourages them by 

reminding them of God’s character. He builds their faith and 

hope in God by helping them to see, once again, that God is 

a giving God, one who gives generously to all and does not 

reproach. He knows how difficult it is to count on God when 

they are unsure about His character. By seeing Him clearly, 

trust toward God is drawn out of us. James encourages 

his readers - and us - to ask for wisdom by reminding them 

that God is a generous giver, ready to give to all and to give 

without reproach.

WEEK 2
JAMES 1:5-11
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verse
James 1:11

For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the 

grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also will 

the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 1:5

James 1:6

James 1:7-8

James 1:9-10 

James 1:11

Isaiah 40:6-8
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. What is wisdom and where do we get it?

3. In undergoing trials, why is it important for us to ask 

God for wisdom?

4. Read 1 Peter 1:6-7, Romans 5:3-5.  If we could 

understand our trials as God understands them how 

would that help us?

5. What does it mean to be double minded?  Where have 

you struggled with trusting God and how can you 

practically fight doubt?

6. How does the Gospel help the lowly not to despair 

in their poverty and help the rich not to trust in 

themselves?  What do you boast most often in? 

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. What is wisdom and how can we get it?

2. Does God enjoy giving us good things like wisdom 

(vv. 5)?

3. What are doubting people compared to? Why is it not 

good to doubt God? 

4. What is a rich man compared to (vv. 10-11)?

5. Why is it a good thing to see that we are so weak and 

fragile compared to God?
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James returns to the thought he began his letter with: 

“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, 

for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown 

of life, which God has promised to those who love him.” 

This is parallel to vv.2-4 “Count it all joy, my brothers, 

when you meet trials of various kinds...” We certainly 

do not feel blessed in the midst of trials, do we? In fact, 

we may wonder if we’re cursed instead. In the midst of 

a trial we may wonder if it’s ever going to end; if there is 

any real hope that it is going to turn out okay. As earlier, 

James reminds his readers that there is an end to this time 

that will be far more glorious than we can imagine in our 

present circumstances in vv.12. Enduring, like counting it 

all joy, is not something that we can do by sheer will power. 

To endure is to continue to turn to God as our only source 

of life. It is to count on Him to give us His presence and His 

peace in the midst of whatever we are facing. And it is to 

live as if He is working His transforming and redeeming will 

through this current suffering. It is to wait on Him to give us 

wisdom and light when all we seem to have to offer Him is 

our darkness.

James also recognizes that in the midst of trials there is a 

temptation to blame God and doubt His goodness. James 

leads his readers to see that to say that it is God tempting 

them in their trials is to misunderstand or misrepresent 

WEEK 3
JAMES 1:12-18
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the very nature and character of God. No. God has no 

relationship with evil at all. God is never tempted with evil 

Himself. There is no “dark side” to God and “he himself 

tempts no one.” We can be assured that God is consistent, 

He is not “double-minded” about us. Whatever we are 

going through and whatever temptations we face, it is 

wonderful to remember that God is never the one tempting 

us to see if we will step away from Him. He always intends 

our ultimate good. So then where does the temptation 

come from? Who is to blame? James goes on to say that it 

is our own desire. We are “lured and enticed” by our own 

desires--our desire to be secure, or free of pain, or well-

liked, etc. These desires can lure us to be tempted to find a 

“quicker” or “more efficient” way to get those wants and 

needs that don’t come from God or lead to His best for us.

Bible-Reading Plan
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 1:12

James 1:13

James 1:14

James 1:15

James 1:16-17

James 1:18
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Memory Verses
James 1:12

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for 

when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 

which God has promised to those who love him.

Sermon Notes:



26



27



28



29

Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. How should receiving “the crown of life” motivate us 

to remain steadfast under trials?  Why is this reward so 

important to remember when being tempted?

3. Discuss some specific trials that you’ve experienced 

and how you were tempted to sin in them. For example 

stress can lead to selfishness or financial struggle can 

lead to cheating on your taxes or distrust in God.

4. Where do temptations originate? What does this teach 

us about our hearts? 

5. How have you practically found victory in killing sin at 

its root? Where can we as we community group help 

you when you are being tempted? 

6. Why is it important to know WHO God is (ex. “Cannot  

be tempted by evil”,“Father of lights”, etc.) when we  

are being tempted?  What do these verses teach us 

about God?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. To “tempt” someone means you want then to do 

something bad. Does God ever tempt us?

2. Where do temptations come from (vv. 14)?

3. Can you think of a time when your desires lead you to 

sin? (Ex. You really wanted to wear your sister’s new 

shirt, so you took it without asking).

4. What does sin lead to (vv. 15)?

5. What does verse 17 tell us about God’s character (what 

he is like)?
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In the preceding passage, James encourages his readers 

not to be deceived as they go through trials. They are to 

remember that all good gifts come from their heavenly 

Father who can be counted on to be true to Himself. There 

is “no variation or shadow due to change” in God. As we 

wrestle with the various temptations and difficulties in our 

lives, we can trust in the character of our good and giving 

Father. This will help us to become more and more able to 

receive His love for us and to also be complete in it.

Now James tells his readers that when they face their 

various trials they must be “quick to hear, slow to speak, 

slow to anger.” Certainly it is in the pressure of difficulty 

that we are most tempted to be angry. I have noticed that 

it is when I am in the midst of a trial that I am tempted 

to believe I have the “right” to be angry. I am tempted to 

speak and act out of anger and rationalize that it’s okay 

because of difficult circumstances. I allow the heat of my 

anger to spur me forward, and it is only later when I have 

cooled down that I see the damage my thoughtless words 

and deeds have wrought.

Instead, James encourages his readers to be quick to hear 

the words of truth and be reminded of God’s goodness. 

Listening to and receiving the truth of God’s amazing love 

and grace for us over and over will help us to be more 

deliberate and faithful in our words and with our anger. 

WEEK 4
JAMES 1:19-25
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verse
James 1:25

But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of 

liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a 

doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 1:19

James 1:20

James 1:21

James 1:22

James 1:23-24

James 1:25

James tells his readers that when they hear, but do not 

integrate what they hear into their lives they are deceiving 

themselves. He compares these people to those who look 

into a mirror and then forget what they see.
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon

2. How would being slow to hear, quick to speak, and 

anger hinder the word from taking root in your heart?  

(Read Ecc 5:2, Prov 10:19) What needs to be put away in 

your life that keeps you from growing 

3. Read Luke 6:46-49.  Why is it so important that we be 

doers of the Word? 

4. How does hearing the word only deceive us?  Teach 

one another how you can practically go from “hearing” 

to “doing” in your everyday Bible reading.

5. How can we know the Gospel has transformed our lives 

and has truly been implanted in us? 

6. Where in your life are you refusing to be doer (act 

according to the Word) Why? How does the looking into 

“the perfect law, law of liberty” help us?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. How would being, “quick to hear, but slow to speak and 

slow to get angry” make you a better friend or better 

brother or sister?

2. Share a time when you have done bad things because 

you got angry.

3. Talk about some ways to help you slow down and calm 

down when you start to get angry. 

4. Is it good enough to know the Bible, but not live it out? 

Why or why not?

5. What are some things you can DO to show love to  

your family?
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In these two verses James contrasts true religion with 

religion that is vain and worthless. James says that there 

are three things that evidence a “religion that is pure 

and undefiled before God.” The first is the bridling of the 

tongue. The second is to visit “orphans and widows in their 

affliction” and the third is “to keep oneself unstained from 

the world.”

When James speaks of bridling one’s tongue, he is 

encouraging his readers to restrain themselves from using 

their tongues for their own advantage or to get people to 

give them recognition, status, power or worth. When we 

use our tongues for these things, we deceive ourselves 

because we are using them to gain what can only be 

received from God.

Instead of seeking our own advantage, we should be 

seeking to help the hurting, lonely and disenfranchised. 

Orphans and widows were the powerless of James’ society. 

They had lost all those who were responsible to take care 

of them. They had no status and no influence. James tells 

his readers that they should visit these people in the midst 

of their affliction–in their very place of pain. They are not to 

wait until these children and women are in a better, more 

respectable place. They are not to wait until the orphans 

and widows are in a position to give them something back. 

WEEK 5
JAMES 1:26-27
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 1:26-27

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 

tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is 

worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, 

the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 

affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 1:26

James 1:27

Psalm 39:1

Matthew 25:34-40

Matthew 25:41-46

Isaiah 1:16-17

To visit them in their affliction offers no advantage to the 

visitor. This is religion that is pure and undefiled before 

God, religion that is not stained by the world.
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. What 3 examples does James give us to show us what 

it means to be doers of the Word? Which one was most 

convicting to you? 

3. What are examples of defiled religion?  Why does it 

matter that our works be pure and undefiled? 

4. Why is God passionate about the orphans and widows?  

What do we learn about Him from this command to us?  

Where do we see the Gospel in this command? 

5. How can you (and/or your Community Group) 

practically “visit the orphans and widows in their 

affliction”

6. How have you been stained by the world?  Why?  What 

do you need to give up or fast from?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. Verse 26 says if we don’t “bridle our tongue” our 

religion (or faith) is worthless. What is a bridle? 

(Hint: it’s used of horseback riding)

2. So a bridle helps control a horse. How can we control 

our words?

3. Why is it worthless to say you are a Christian, but then 

use your words to be mean to people?

4. Verse 27 gives us an example of a very good and 

caring thing to do: “visit orphans and widows in their 

affliction” – who are orphans and widows?  

5. What is James suggesting we do when we visit them? 

Is it only these people we should care for? Who else 

needs love and caring?
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It’s sad how easy it is for us to judge others and compare 

their worth to ours. We are tempted to do this all the time. 

When life is hard, the temptation is even stronger. In this 

section, James is warning his readers against doing just 

that. The people that James is writing to are honouring 

the rich who come to their church. It seems that they are 

hoping to receive blessings by way of their preferential 

treatment of the rich. James then reminds them of the sad 

truth about the very people they were so eager to please. 

The rich are the ones who oppress them, drag them into 

court, and even “blaspheme the honorable name which 

they were called.”

James reminds his readers that “if you show partiality, you 

commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.” 

We are to love our neighbors as we are loved by God. We 

are objects of God’s love and He was not partial to any of 

us, and we are to follow His example.

WEEK 6
JAMES 2:1-13
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verse
James 2:10

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has 

become accountable for all of it.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 2:1-4

James 2:5-7

James 2:8-9

James 2:10

James 2:11

James 2:12-13
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. Where are you tempted to show partiality? Why do we 

show partiality? What could this look like at Westside?

3. Why is it evil to make distinctions among others? 

(Read Eph 4:1-3, 1 Peter 3:8)

4. Is it wrong to be rich?  What are the dangers of  

being rich?  

5. How does breaking one commandment of the law make 

a person accountable to the whole law?

6. How does God’s mercy transform us? What does James 

want us to learn about the importance of abiding in 

God’s mercy shown to us in the Gospel (the law  

of liberty)?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. Verse 2:1 says show no “partiality” and make no 

“distinctions”– what example is given to help explain 

this bad way of treating people?

2. What kind of people are you tempted to be nicer to? 

What kind of people are you tempted to be not as  

nice to?

3. Does God choose people to be part of his family based 

on how much money they have?

4. What is the Law according to the Scriptures (vs 8)?

5. Who is your neighbour and what does it mean to love 

them as yourself?
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In James 1:22-25, James encouraged his readers to not only 

be hearers of the Word, but to put it into practice. In this long 

section, James is making the point that a faith that is not 

lived out is useless. Our faith must translate into action in 

our lives. We need to live by the faith we say we possess.

James begins this section with two questions: “What good 

is it, my brothers, if a man says he has faith but does not 

have works? Can his faith save him?” What benefit is there 

to say you know you are God’s beloved child and that your 

only source of life is Him, yet not live as if this were true? 

How can one experience God’s saving, healing work with 

that kind of faith? James says that “faith without works” is 

like seeing someone without food and clothing and saying 

“‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’” but not actually 

giving them anything that they need. James then asks if 

there is any benefit in saying those words. Notice that in 

this illustration, the problem isn’t that they were ignoring 

the poor man. The problem is in believing that words are 

somehow enough. 

James is saying that this is the same for us when we say we 

trust God but we do not act on the basis of that faith.  

For example, it is a lovely thought that I no longer need to 

try to find my worth in money, worldly success or being 

well-liked, but how can I receive the real peace and joy that 

WEEK 7
JAMES 2:14-26
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verse
James 2:26

For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith 

apart from works is dead.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 2:14-17

James 2:18

James 2:19

James 2:20-23

James 2:24-25

James 2:26

comes with this truth, if I continue to live as if my worth 

really is caught up in those things?
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. How does Rahabs actions give evidence of her  

saving faith? 

3. What do you learn about the anatomy/nature of an 

active saving faith vs a dead faith?

4. Where in the stories of Abraham and Rahab do we see 

the Good News? Why is that important when talking 

about good works? 

5. What does this passage show us about what happens 

when Jesus comes into our lives?

6. How would you answer someone who asks the 

question, “How do you know you are a Christian?”

7. Discuss how you would respond to someone who says 

they believe in God but have no desire to change their 

lives (read, purse or obey God’s Word).

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. The Bible is clear that we are saved from our sins by the 

gracious work of Jesus on the cross – not our own good 

deeds. (Eph 2:4-5) But does that mean we don’t need to 

do any good works?

2. Why is it unloving to always just pray for someone but 

not do anything to help them?

3. What did Abraham’s faith lead him to do? 

(Genesis 22:1-14)

4. What did Rahab’s faith lead her to do? (Joshua 2:1-16)

5. What good works could God be calling you to do 

because of your faith?
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In this section James turns his attention to the words 

that come out of our mouths. He reminds his readers 

that although the tongue is small, it can cause a lot of 

destruction. It’s used to tear down, teach falsely, grumble, 

complain, disparage and so on. James describes the 

tongue as a “fire” and “a world of unrighteousness.” “No 

human being can tame the tongue.” It is “a restless evil, 

full of deadly poison.” We are so quick to unleash with 

our tongues. The danger connected to our tongues is why 

James cautions his readers against being teachers. 

But, with our tongues we can also bless. Our tongues can 

be used to offer praise, comfort and life. That’s amazing 

if you stop and think about it. Our words can make a 

wonderful and real difference in another’s life. What a gift 

that is! To claim that what we say “is no big deal” - both 

positively or negatively - is to rob ourselves of the great 

good news that we can participate in giving God’s life to 

others by simple things we say.

WEEK 8
JAMES 3:1-12
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 3:8-9

But no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 

evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and 

Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the 

likeness of God.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 3:1

James 3:2

James 3:3-5

James 3:6-9

James 3:10 -12

Psalm 120:2-4
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. Why will those who teach the Word be judged more 

strictly? What does this teach us about the nature and 

character of the Bible?

3. What are some characteristics of a person who is ready 

to teach the Word?

4. What do our words reveal to us about our hearts? How 

have you not been able to tame the tongue? Why ? 

(What was motivating your heart)

5. What is the main point James wants to make by using 

the three examples (spring, fig trees, and grapevines)?  

Read Mark 7:14-23

6. How would you counsel another believer whose  

speech is hurtful/impure? How has God helped you 

in this area?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. This section is all about our words (tongues). Our 

tongues are compared to a bit in a horse’s mouth, the 

rudder of a ship and a spark that starts a forest fire – 

what do all these pictures teach us about the power of 

our words?

2. What are the good things we do with our tongues 

(vv. 9a)?

3. What are the evil things we do with them (vv. 9b)?

4. Share a time when you lost control of your words and 

hurt someone’s feelings. 

5. What should we do to use our words to honour God 

and Love people?



71

Throughout his letter, James has been focusing on how 

to live as Christians in the midst of the continuing and 

ever-present trials that come our way. The Christians he 

is writing to are struggling and their struggles have led 

them to be tempted to question God’s presence, care, and 

activity in their lives. How are they (and we) to handle 

the pressures of devastating health problems, financial 

problems, loneliness, manipulative relationships or the 

daily frustrations that pile up and so easily lead their gaze 

away from the presence of their heavenly Father? To know 

how to cope is to be wise.

Of course, James is clear from the start that the only true 

wisdom he believes exists is wisdom from God or, as he 

puts it later in the passage, “from above”. To the one who is 

wise and understanding James says, “By his good conduct 

let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.” What 

is a good life? Is it one free of trial? No, it is a life that is 

lived out of the meekness of wisdom. What does James 

mean by this? If we look back to the first chapter, James 

encourages his readers that if they are ever lacking wisdom 

they need to ask God, “who gives to all generously without 

reproach”(1:5). God is the true source of wisdom and is 

always willing to give it to us when we ask. 

This is why meekness is connected to wisdom. We are not 

wise on our own. We are God’s children–dependent on our 

WEEK 9
JAMES 3:13-18



72

heavenly Father to give us life, love, peace, joy and wisdom 

to live. We are to ask our generous God to give to us. This is 

the wise thing to do–to recognize that we are children who 

need to receive all things from our Father.

Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 3:17

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 

impartial and sincere.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 3:13

James 3:14-15

James 3:16

James 3:17

James 3:18

Proverbs 11:18
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Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. What does jealousy and selfish ambition produce in us?  

Where have you seen this at work in your life?

3. How do you know you are living a “wise” life?  What is 

the proof? 

4. Discuss what a church full of jealousy and selfish 

ambition could look like?  What can/does worldly 

wisdom look like in the church?   

5. Read James 3:17-18.  Where do we get Godly wisdom?  

Which of these have you seen the Holy Spirit grow 

most and which was most convicting?  

6. What does the peace that flows from Godly wisdom 

produce?  What does this practically look like in your 

own life?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. We are to show our good works in meekness (vv. 13) 

– what does it mean to do something meekly?

2. What is bitterness? What is Jealousy?

3. Why do you think it says that these things always lead 

to disorder and vile (evil) actions?

4. Verse 17 gives a list of all the things that go along with 

living life based on God’s wisdom. Pick two words and 

find out what they mean.  

5. How can you be a peacemaker in your family this week?
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James now turns his thoughts to the root of our conflicts 

with one another. “What causes quarrels and fights 

among you?” he asks. James answers his question with a 

rhetorical question: “Is it not your passions that are at war 

in your members?” The conflicts between us are due to 

our passions that are in conflict with what we truly need 

and where our hope is to be found. The desire for security, 

well-being, wealth, possessions, good relationships, etc. 

can all battle within us for supremacy especially if the 

fear/anxiety factor is high. Our desire for both intimacy 

and independence from others can lead us to send mixed 

messages, because we are confused about what exactly 

we want from this or that relationship. The internal conflict 

heightens our insecurities, leading us to take more extreme 

measures in our relationships with others. We have conflict 

within ourselves and our passions, or desires, collide with 

the passions of others when we interact. Our desires tempt 

us to believe that we need to possess, obtain or control in 

order to have peace. Instead, these lead to destruction and 

discontent. “You desire and do not have; so you murder. 

You covet and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.” As 

we have noted before, James is writing to people who find 

themselves in a variety of trials due to being forced from 

their homelands because of persecution. Obviously, when 

we are in difficult circumstances, our desires for peace, 

well-being, good relationships, success, etc. are not being 

WEEK 10
JAMES 4:1-10
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met by our immediate circumstances. We desire, covet, or 

envy and cannot have or obtain. So our solution is to kill, to 

destroy or to fight with others.

Instead of exalting, maneuvering and positioning ourselves 

to look better before others, James encourages us to 

humble ourselves before God. The most amazing and 

awesome result will come out of this–”and he will exalt 

you.” God desires not to keep us from exaltation, but to 

be the one who exalts us! And isn’t it more glorious, more 

wondrous to be exalted by God Himself than to have to 

spend our time and effort trying to exalt ourselves?

Bible-Reading Plan
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 3:13

James 3:14-15

James 3:16

James 3:17

James 3:18

Proverbs 11:18
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Memory Verses
James 4:6

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes 

the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

Sermon Notes:
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. What is at the root of our quarrels and fights?  What 

does this teach us about our desires? How do you tell 

the difference between a good desire and a bad one? 

3. What does it look like to submit to God and resist 

the devil?

4. What do you learn about God’s heart towards us? 

(Read James 4:5)

5. Where in your life are you double minded and what do 

you need, by God’s Spirit, to get rid of? (Cleanse your 

hands and purify your hearts?)

6. Spend some time talking about what it means to  

be a friend of the world and how this happens within 

the church?  

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. According to verse 4:1-2 what actually causes you to 

fight with someone?

2. What does it mean to ask God wrongly for things? 

(vv. 3)

3. How does being a friend with the world make us 

enemies of God? (Hint: can you do things God’s way 

and the world’s way?)

4. What does it mean to be proud? Why does God oppose 

proud people?  

5. What is the promise of God for those who humble 

themselves (vv. 10)?
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In this short section, James speaks of our arrogance when 

we judge others or believe that we are in control of our own 

future. Again, when we do these things, it is clear that we 

are not reflecting the truth about our wonderful heavenly 

Father or the truth about ourselves as His beloved children.

James deals with judging and speaking evil against one 

another, but does not intend for us to see these two things 

as mutually exclusive. To speak evil against another is 

to judge them. The kind of judging James has in mind 

here is when we speak a “final” word about another’s 

character, behavior, or value. We may be dismissing them 

as a “hopeless case.” When we make statements like 

“he’ll never...” or “she always...” then we are in danger of 

pronouncing judgment. And when we set ourselves up as 

“the expert” in speaking against another, James says we 

are actually claiming to be an expert on the very law of God 

and judging it. Rather than putting ourselves under God’s 

law along with everyone else, we put ourselves above the 

law and use it as we see fit to judge others.

WEEK 11
JAMES 4:11-12
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 4:12

There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able 

to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your 

neighbor?

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 4:11

2 Corinthians 12:20-21

Matthew 7:1-5

James 4:12 

Matthew 10:26-28

Romans 14:4
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Sermon Notes:



90



91



92



93

Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. Who are you most prone to criticize or slander?  Why?  

3. Why does slandering others dishonour God’s Law?  

4. When you know what the law says and deliberately 

decide to judge it, and not obey it what are you saying 

about God?

5. What is the difference between being doer of the law 

and judger of the law? Where have you seen this 

tendency to show up in your life?

6. How does the nature and character of God as “judge” 

help us repent of speaking evil?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. Who are you tempted to speak evil about? 

2. What are we saying about God’s Law when we speak 

evil against people?   

3. When we do this – we are acting like a judge. What 

does a judge do?

4. Are we actually supposed to judge the people around 

us? Why not? (vv. 12)

5. Who is the real judge? What 2 sentences does he give 

out to people?
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In these verses, James reminds his readers of who they 

really are before God like he did in when he talked about 

judging our neighbor. First he brings up the obvious point 

that they do not know their own futures. We cannot see 

even one day ahead and so our confidence and trust in our 

own plans are rather foolish. Then James broadens his 

argument by reminding his readers of what their lives look 

like in the vastness of time and eternity. “What is your life? 

For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 

vanishes.” It is easy to take ourselves too seriously, isn’t 

it? We are so tempted to believe that so much is riding on 

us and that our permanence here on this earth is crucial. 

James is helping his readers to turn their focus away 

from themselves and back on their heavenly Father, who 

alone can make them “perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing.”(1:4)

When we remember and count on God to be our future, as 

well as our past and present, we can make our plans, but 

not in an absolute sense. “Instead you ought to say, ‘If the 

Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.’” We live in God’s 

hands, in His great and glorious grip. We do not have to 

look to our future to make our lives “okay.” God gives us 

His presence fully now and always will.

WEEK 12
JAMES 4:13-17
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 4:17

So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, 

for him it is sin.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 4:13-14

James 4:15

James 4:16

James 4:17

2 Peter 2:21

John 9:41
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. How does knowing our lives our “but a mist” help us 

live more dependent and more centred on God? 

3. Discuss how boasting about our plans can be evil?  

What is the issue behind this kind of boasting?

4. Why are sins of omission easier to downplay and 

ignore? What do our sins of omission reveal about our 

genuine love for God and others?

5. What are some specific struggles in your own life in 

terms of Biblical commends you tend to/want to ignore?

6. Spend some time in smaller groups confessing and 

praying through these.

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. Why do you think the Bible compares our lives to a 

morning mist (vv. 14)? 

2. How does this help us trust God more?

3. Why is it prideful and evil to make plans like you know 

the future?   

4. Is planning a bad thing, or is it our attitude that’s 

the problem?

5. How can we honour God in the way we plan our days, 

weeks, years?
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As we arrive at the final chapter of James, I believe this 

section ties into the previous two. It finishes addressing the 

three things that were getting in his readers’ way of trusting 

fully in God’s character and work. The first is the temptation 

to put down or judge our brothers and sisters. The second 

temptation is to make our own plans, without having God 

lead. Lastly, the third temptation, laid out in James 5:1-6, is 

to put our trust in our wealth.

At times, living on this planet is hard and painful. Often 

when we struggle, we long for the difficult circumstances to 

be over. We almost “hold our breath” until we can “enjoy” 

life again. God does not seem to be present and active, 

because the struggle doesn’t resolve the way we want it to 

or it just goes on with no clear end in sight. At these times, 

we wrestle with the desire to cling to something other 

than God–things which seems to guarantee security or the 

alleviation of our sufferings more quickly or that simply 

make us feel superior to others. So, we turn to the all-mighty 

dollar! Money seems like great security and firm foundation 

in the very uncertain world in which we live. We think that 

can provide us with options, protection and secure our 

future. If this mindset is left unchecked, we become tempted 

to hoard it and become unwilling to share generously, 

especially with those who helped us acquire it in the  

first place.

WEEK 13
JAMES 5:1-6
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 5:4

Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, 

which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, 

and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the 

Lord of hosts.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 5:1-3

James 5:4

James 5:5-6

Luke 6:24 

Matthew 6:19-21

Luke 12:13-21
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. Where/how does greed show up in your life and blind 

you to real spiritual realities ?  

3. In what ways were the rich oppressing the church?  

What does that look like today? What warnings are 

there for us to learn from these verses about the sinful 

use of wealth?

4. What does materialism look like in your own life?  

Where does covetousness show up in your life? What 

are we ultimately looking for in our stuff?

5. Read Luke 12:13-21. How should the return of Jesus 

and final judgment affect our outlook on money and 

this life? 

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. This passage is a warning to rich people who use all 

their money and power for themselves. Will their riches 

last forever? 

2. What evils have they done?

3. Who hears the cries of the people that were mistreated?   

4. What will happen to those who keep trusting in riches 

and keep taking advantage of others if they don’t repent 

of their sins (vv. 5)?

5. What would you say to someone who only thinks about 

making a comfortable life here on earth?
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What does it mean to be patient? James answers this 

question in this section by using the illustration of a farmer. 

The farmer waits for “the precious fruit of the earth” and in 

this waiting, he is patient “about it until it receives the early 

and late rains.” The farmer is waiting for the fruit. This is 

what he has his mind set upon when he is planting, when 

he is waiting. Knowing that the fruit is coming, he is able to 

be patient throughout both the early and the late rain. If he 

only looks at the time passing or considers the dreariness of 

more rain, it may seem as though this fruit may never come 

at all. But the farmer doesn’t focus on these things. He is not 

waiting for the rain, but for the fruit. We are waiting for the 

Lord’s coming, a reality that is “at hand.” Remembering this 

truth allows us to be patient through the “early” struggles 

and those still to come. There will be a harvest! The Lord 

guarantees it. James goes on to say that being patient 

involves establishing our hearts. Being patient is an action 

of faith. It is something we take up, something we actively 

choose. Being patient, then, is not just possible with an 

absence of anxiety, it’s something we can be when there is 

nothing to be anxious about. We choose to trust that God is 

a generous giver and the source of all good gifts. We choose 

to count on the fact that God is not tempting us in the midst 

of our trials. We establish our hearts in the fact that His 

coming is indeed near and that we are going to be perfect 

and complete, lacking in nothing.

WEEK 14
JAMES 5:7-12
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 5:8

You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming 

of the Lord is at hand.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 5:7

James 5:8

James 5:9

James 5:10-11

James 5:12

Matthew 5:33-37
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. Why is it hard to establish our hearts in the future 

coming of the Lord? What does this look like in  

your life?  

3. What is the meaning of patience? Are there 

circumstances in your life that are requiring you to be 

patient? What truths would help you?

4. How does the nature and character of God help 

us in seasons of suffering? Discuss how you have 

experienced this power through your own suffering.

5. What is the importance of the sufficient, integrity, and 

clarity of the Scriptures?

6. What do you grumble most often about? What is the 

remedy to our grumbling?

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. We are told to patiently wait for the Lord to come back? 

Do we know exactly when Jesus will return (vv. 8b)? 

2. Why is it hard to be patient?

3. God is pictured like a farmer waiting for fruit to grow. 

What kind of good things is he working to grow in our 

lives (Galatians 5)?   

4. When do you grumble and complain? Does it make 

sense to complain when God has done so much for 

you? What can you be thankful for in Jesus?

5. Why is it important that you mean “yes” when  

you say yes?
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At the beginning of the letter, James encourages his readers 

to see that the trials they are facing are all opportunities 

for their trust in God to grow and deepen. He tells them 

that God’s intention is for their faith in Him to become a 

steadfast, deep and abiding confidence in their heavenly 

Father. A faith that will grow until they are “perfect and 

complete, lacking in nothing” (1:4).

Now James wraps up his letter by reminding his readers 

how to participate in God’s work and to grow in their love 

and trust in Him. How does James do this? He calls his 

readers to prayer. In the last section, he spoke to them of the 

nearness of God. He said they can be patient in the midst of 

their lives here on earth because “the coming of the Lord 

is at hand.” God is here, with us, present in our midst. The 

reality of His nearness enables us to be steadfast.

So how do we grow in our ability to be patient? To know 

and count on the nearness of our heavenly Father? We 

pray to Him, no matter what our current circumstances are. 

“Is any one among you suffering?” James asks. “Let him 

pray.” Remember, suffering is where James started this 

letter. “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials 

of various kinds...”(1:2). Like the beginning of the letter, 

James has in mind the same idea here. It includes any and 

all painful situations. “Is any one among you suffering?” He 

WEEK 15
JAMES 5:13-20
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doesn’t qualify what kind of suffering it is or its severity. It is 

enough only that one is suffering.

And what are we to do when we are suffering? We are to 

pray. We are to take our situation and all of our anxieties, 

questions, doubts and struggles to the good God James 

has been pointing us to throughout this letter. He is the God 

who desires our perfection and completion (1:4), who gives 

generously without reproach (1:5), the source of all good 

gifts (1:17), who gives grace to the humble (4:6) and who is 

always at hand (5:8). He is even nearer than the trials we are 

going through.

What James is doing here is assuring his readers that it 

is God’s very character to be intimately concerned with 

their sufferings. When we suffer we wonder and are even 

tempted to think that God is absent or indifferent. James 

has been assuring his readers, and continues to assure 

them that this is not the case. When we are suffering, the 

most immediate, practical and effective thing we can do is 

pray, because our suffering does not mean God has turned 

against us or abandoned us.

Prayer reminds us of God’s character and nearness. Prayer 

enables us to, again, hand over to God what only He can 

redeem and transform. Prayer puts us where we can receive 

His peace and comfort. Notice that James does not outline 

certain principles to live by to alleviate their suffering for 

them. He simply tells them to pray, to communicate with the 

living God.
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But prayer is not to be done in the exclusion of others. We 

need others, sometimes the elders, and if we need them 

then we should call on them. We also have a call to turn 

others back to God when they feel the temptation to walk 

away. Notice how tenderly and hopefully James writes 

these sentences. He begins verse 19 with “brothers.” He 

does not write them from a distance, as a master or a 

teacher, but intimately connected as a brother. Is there any 

point in pursuing those who have turned away from the 

God they once trusted in? James wants his readers, his 

family in Christ, to know that God is continually at work and 

their participation in His redemptive work can have “great 

effects,” just like the prayers of the righteous one. Will it 

make any difference? James says yes! It “will save his soul 

from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” God allows 

us to be a part of all the wonderful things He is doing, even 

those who have turned away from Him.
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Bible-Reading Plan

Memory Verses
James 5:16

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray 

for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 

righteous person has great power as it is working.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

James 5:13

James 5:14-15

Luke 5:17-20

James 5:16

James 5:17-18

James 5:19-20
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Post Sunday Content
1. What stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?

2. What do we learn about the importance and priority 

of prayer in the life of the church? How can these 

promises change our prayer life? 

3. Why does a prayer of righteous person have  

great power? 

4. How is our sin connected to sickness? How is it not?  

Why is this important to know as we Make Disciples ?  

(Read John 9:2-3, John 5:14 and 1 Cor 11:29-30) 

5. Who in your life do you need to bring back from a life 

of lies and sin? What are the promises given to us when 

we pursue those who are drifting?

6. Discuss practical how you keep from wondering 

from the truth? Why is to so dangerous? What is the 

importance of the Bible? 

Community Group Leaders feel free to write a couple of 

your own questions for your group:
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Family Discussion Questions
1. What are we to do when we suffer? What about when 

we are cheerful? 

2. Can God heal our bodies? What about our sinful souls? 

What must we do to get help from him (vv. 15-16)

3. Who was Elijah? What did he pray for? 

4. God heard Elijah’s prayer, will he listen to us too or was 

Elijah special?

5. The book of James ends with an encouragement to 

bring sinners back to God so that they will be saved 

from death. Who can you pray for that is still lost in sin?
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